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Background: In the United States, an estimated 76 million persons contract foodborne and other
acute diarrheal illnesses each year. CDC's Emerging Infections Program Foodborne Diseases
Active Surveillance Network (FoodNet) quantifies and monitors the incidence of these infections
by conducting active surveillance for laboratory-diagnosed illness.

Method: FoodNet collects data in ten U.S. sites on diseases caused by enteric pathogens
transmitted commonly through food, including Campylobacter, Cryptosporidium, Cyclospora,
Shiga toxin - producing Escherichia coli 0157 (STEC 0O157), Listeria, Salmonella, Shigella,
Vibrio, and Yersinia.

Results: The 2004 data demonstrate declines in the incidence of infections caused by
Campylobacter (31% decrease, 12.9 cases/100,000), STEC 0157 (42% decrease, 0.9
cases/100,000), Listeria (40% decrease, 0.27 cases/100,000), Salmonella (8% decrease, 13.0
cases/100,000), and Yersinia (45% decrease, 0.39 cases/100,000) relative to an average baseline
incidence from 1996 through 1998. Declines in Campylobacter and Listeria incidence are
approaching national health objectives (12.3 and 0.25, respectively) and for the first time the
incidence of STEC 0157 infections in FoodNet is below the 2010 national health objective (1.0).

Conclusion: STEC 0157 declines in FoodNet have occurred concurrently with food safety
initiatives and with declines reported in contamination of ground beef. Further efforts are needed
to sustain and extend these important declines, and to improve prevention of foodborne
infections. Efforts to reduce pathogens in food animal reservoirs and to prevent contamination of
produce should be enhanced.



